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(Problem-Based Learning: The Roles of the Student and the Teacher)
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Abstract

The problem-based learming process places an emphasis on the learning processes, not just the
teaching content. Students are encouraged to develop critical thinking skills, problem solving,
communication, and self-directed learning. There are three learning steps in this process, which are:
1) Understanding situations and problems; 2) Self-study and exploration; and 3) Concluding and discussing
ways forward. In this process, teachers need to change their role from instructor to learning facilitator,
motivating students to explore different ways of learning, and introducing learning resources, including
evaluation processes and providing feedback to the students. The students must be at the centre of the
learning process, able to learn from small groups, to seek self-discovery, and to evaluate the learning
outcomes of themselves and their groups. The important factors affecting the success of problem-based
learning process are: 1) Teachers and students need to understand their new roles in this learming process

and co-ordinate with each other in this new learning environment in order to encourage students to develop
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deeper thinking process, and learn to connect different data resources to find reasonable solutions. 2) The

teachers need to realize that they are not always experts or moving libraries. Instead, they are thought

provoking advisors and mentors, and can be like a resource station for students to find their own answers.

This is a way to encourage students to love reading, researching, and become lifelong learners which

is a very important competency for 21* century graduates.

Keywords : Problem-based learning, self-directed learning, role of students, role of teachers
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