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Abstract

Gut microbiota imbalance or gut dysbiosis emerges as a robust connection to hepatocellular
carcinoma (HCC) through the gut-liver axis via enterohepatic circulation. However, current knowledge about
gut microbiota in different HCC etiologies remains constrained. This study aimed to investigate the gut
microbiota composition in patients with HCC at different etiologies. In this study, 17 patients with viral-
related HCC, 13 HCC patients with non-viral-related HCC. and 10 healthy controls were recruited for
comparative analysis. To examine gut microbiota profile, fecal samples were collected and 16S rRNA were
sequenced using NGS. Then, data were analyzed by bioinformatic tools. Notably, a reduction of microbial
diversity was observed in the HCC cohort relative to the healthy control group. Interestingly, there were 3
distinctive gut microbiomes including Bacteroides, Ruminococcus gnavus group and Erysipelatoclostridium,
which showed significantly higher in the non-viral related HCC group when compared with viral-related HCC
group. Based on PICRUSt2 analysis, these microbes were linked to the immune response such as
lipopolysaccharide biosynthesis, thus contributing significantly to the progression of HCC. These results
suggested that decreasing of gut microbiota diversity and increasing of those 3 bacteria could play an
important role in HCC development. These bacteria could be used as diagnostic biomarkers in patients with
HCC. In the future, interventions targeting the modulation of intestinal microbiota could enhance the

intestinal equilibrium and might prevent the disease particularly in patients with HCC.
Keywords: Gut microbiome, Viral related HCC, Non-viral related HCC, 16S rRNA gene and Diversity
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aelul 2568 (WHO, 2018) Insuzisfuniia Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCO) Luuzisiuiinutesiigauasd
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wénlunsiiauinisifnuziSaiu (Viralrelated HCO) agndlsfinu Saflfinsusisefussanniesay 5-20 Aldsu
nsneaeuLfuaudmivisnsindelifasusniaviuaylhfasusniaut TasiFenduasnguiinduasusSeivi
Lildfawmgnannsiadelfasusniauiuasd (Non-viralrelated HCO) lsafieafusudifidurilhAnus e
yiadnaniildvanvaneviin wu lsadudslauiiinnedusniausaudie (Nonalcoholic Steatohepatitis : NASH)
wazlsadudslatunseluiuazaudisu (Nonalcoholic fatty liver disease : NAFLD) (Sciancalepore et al., 2018 ;
Yang et al,, 2019) Jagtumsitadelsadeuinedudou msldmenmisd wu dansend uaznstenmsneadu
auuLlvan (Vagnetic Resonance Imaging : MR) gninuldiiusgnsunivianslunsdansaslsn uonaint msnsa
WUUNIMI§14E980 (Gold standard) dmsunisifiadulsnfe nsadudlefuiiiaundunisnsramsenlan (Liver
biopsy) (Bruix and Sherman 2005) ag1dlsfinna nMsmsrafedsiananAddaudswnnune Wy arsidule
nMsEde wasteRanaalunisduiesns wihdudmatininesusiuludsu wu Savhillelusiu (Alpha-
feto protein : AFP) ﬁ]%gﬂﬁ’mﬂ%ﬁuaEJ"]\'1LLWiIMmEﬂugmzﬁ’mﬂ%ﬂ/l’m%ﬁﬂ’lwLLUUiEJEﬂS’]‘Ll (Non-invasive biomarker)

agalsiny fMFTan1aTinmmaniianulikazanudmnesilunsinadelsalussezsudu Johnson 2001)
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Tutagtudinms@nwifugdunidludld (qut microbiota) fAunsiislsasiguinang Tnetanizegebs
Tsasu iesnduuazdldanusadeansiuld (Bidirectional communication) wasfinmuduiusiufizendy "Gut-
Liver axis" Ufduitussewieqaunisludlduasiuistuinumavaeaifonsmesita (portal vein) Sethedn i
Ignaldludeiu warmsSeunduresifuazueuivefanduludsdld siei3eni1 enterohepatic circulation
(Tripathi et al., 2018) ﬁiwamuﬁawﬁwﬁﬁﬂ1sﬁﬂmummmaqqauw%ﬂuﬁﬁlé’maqﬁﬂuaml,%qé’fu NUIBIRUTENBY
yosgdunidvositiedidnvusduny WeSsuisutuomatasiifquamd uasgdunidlugldonalfibumd

mﬁ%umwﬁlﬁqﬂimém%’umﬁﬁaﬁaisﬂmﬁﬂﬁmjﬁm HCC ¢ (Ren et al., 2019)
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11%391U (Standard Operating Procedures : SOPs) (Dore et al., 2015) Imwaamﬁ‘uqm’ﬁz (DNA/RNA Shield™ -
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Zymo Research Corporation) Usgnaumigungn iiiesnwamunmalsiugnIssuveiuniduazdugudenalsnly
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F5inen mavihauewiu e n1sUseiuauguussadsa (Child-Pugh score) warnsdndnuunssazvadlsnuuie
siulnelginausivas Barcelona Clinic Liver Cancer (BCLC)
4.3 MIFAARLDUBIINAIDENDIV5E
feE1999915gnuUaN 1 faddnsdmsunisaiafidue nevinisadalagld ZymoBIOMICS™ DNA
Mimiprep kit (Zymo Research Corporation) sﬁﬂiuﬂgmaﬁmﬂizﬂaﬂﬂﬁwLﬁmﬁmLﬁaﬁﬂﬁﬁaaﬂwimLﬁuLﬁaLamﬁ’u

wagyhlinlagadveaqfuniduan anuwihnmsinrnududuiasanuuigvsvesdidwelagldinies DeNovix™
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UV-Vis spectrophotometer faog i ueiilsazgnirunifiudmiuuinuduiiiinnumainvaiogs (vV3-va) lag
Srdmnamidereunthiiniuinaiinsdnvennianuasaseunquldluseauita Tagldineda Polymerase
chain reaction (PCR) Ingi3ususensnseduadausniioumgd 95 esmuwaidea uan 2 uii andudgdumey
denaturation figauvgil 95 ssruwaea Wuian 30 Jund mmfwi’hajsﬁgumu annealing figaumgil 53 o
waldea Luinan 40 3unil Sumeu extension 72 asriaidiea \unan 60 Jund Tnevhduneudenaniiienua 40
58U uawyh extension dunauaninefigumgd 72 ssniwaidea Wunan 10 it wdadasiannnsh PCR azgn
thinasvaeusemaia agarose gel electrophoresis AauddlUgafunuuidniiiomaduinalolnduesgdunid

TasuSaiu V3-va iflanumainvansgeuesdu 165 rRNA (341F/785R) gnihwnldlunisnunilssmnsnadi 1

A15199 1 wswesdmsunismasuinmalalnausady 165 rRNA

Twsiuas ansuilandlelnavaslnsiuas U 819949
Uskad V3-va 5’-CCTACGGGNGGCWGCAG-3’ aa4 @:L’Uﬁ (Klindworth et
5’-CCTGCCTTTGCAATRTCIACRAANGC-3’ al., 2013)

4.4 nswseudayauazn1sinsevideya

a =

Joyadviilaanmsmaduiiandlelndanunanilosy Illumina® MiSeq™ vasusiniiag9gniiun
Aaszilagldludlay nfecore/ampliseq (Straub et al., 2020) wenaniideyaiiazliainn1sinsient awgnuiun

a adca

WARING LU N1TRARIKaBIAUTENauYRRduvsEnnUluiege Msliegianuratenglungunsfnyiieiv

¢ A

(Alpha diversity) M33ias1gfinumaInaIefuanadsiusEninngunsine (Beta diversity) 8dlundntugidela

a & al

yhnsAnudsilsdtureaqaunidfinulasldludlat PicRUSt? Faduludladdmsvvhuedneninnsinuves
Usensydunidlaegiuteyaduuazdlunveaiealn (Kyoto Encyclopedia of Genes and Genomes : KEGG)
(Douglas et al., 2020)
4.5 NM1TIATIRVINNNEDAR
myasgineadaauiunsiagld SPSS 1estu 28.0 uwaz GraphPad Prism 11854 8.0 NMsMAday

v

Chi’ square gnlddmsutayauseian category data warn15MAABU Mann-Whitney U gnianldiiieiuSeuiiieu
TayausElnn continuous data SEMINVIIEBINGUNITANYY NMITIATIRANUNAINNANLVDIREUNITIILANTUNNT
naaeulagldnisiSeuiisunuuguanguiiegne TunsdiniinsiSeuiisuinnnitaesngunisinyagldnmmeseu

ANOVA Tngldenssauaudesiuil 95 wWesidud wie p < 0.05

5. HaN15ANYI
5.1 dayafidsaunisinen
it 30 Mefidunseiuaiin HOC waroraadinsifgua i 10 Meldidrdnlumsinuil dosh
nsFsuiisuluniazngunsdne nuindnvaznsedinvesngueranasiasiifiguaimg (n=10) Wisuifisuiy
FannsiSeiuriin HCC (h=30) waruzifadunia HCC Adammannnisindelia (h=17) Wisuieuty undei

yila HCC Aldladanngunainnisingelita (n=13) lneiildazaseiu ldun Ardedutanie Aundaiden
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ATUTAUAIIY (Alb AST ALP Laz AFP) 9u1n9890oulile wazszezaas BCLC Fanuiliunnstsegeddodfey

HINNS19N 2

M19197 2 asUNaanYEN RTINS INTANK

Healthy HCC (n=30)
Clinical HCC P-
controls viral-related HCC non-viral-related P-
parameters (n=30) value
(n=10) (n=17) HCC (n=13) value
<0.001
Age 34.3+10.3 65.3+10.1 61.1+9.2 70.8+8.6 0.007*
<0.001 <0.001
Gender . .
* Male 5(50%) 28(93.3%) 17(100%) 11(84.6%)
« Female 5(50%) 2(6.7%) 0(0%) 2(15.4%)
BMI 22.0+3.6 25.5+5.0 0.053 25.2+4.9 25.8+5.2 0.750
Platelet 128.8+59.1 174.0+89.4 0.108
Albumin 3.6+0.6 3.7+0.6 0.541
AST 66.1+57.1 46.5+28.9 0.267
ALT 51.3+31.1 28.2+11.6 0.017*
ALP 98.3+37.1 136.7+96.4 0.142
AFP 4476.6+17980.2 416.6+911.3 0.950
Total mass 0.045*
o1 9(52.9%) 7(53.9%)
2 4(23.5%) 1(7.7%)
>3 4(23.5%) 5(38.4%)
Maximum
4.8+4.2 6.2+6.3 0.450
size
Cirrhosis 15(88.2%) 12(92.3%)
BCLC stage 0.122
« 0-A 8(47.1%) 6(46.2%)
B 7(41.2%) 4(30.8%)
e 2(11.7%) 3(23.0%)

Data showed mean+SD; proportion(n%); *P-value<0.05; BMI=Body mass index; AST=Aspartate transaminase;
ALT=Alanine aminotransferase; ALP =Alkaline phosphatase; AFP=Alpha fetoprotein; BCLC stage=Barcelona

clinic liver cancer stage



MATINYFeUUTALBLTE

LY

Uil 13 auil 4 sanau - Sunau 2566

5.2 AAVAINUANEYRRaLUYSElungun1sANE
Ing81981nuidensuntiinuinanunainralevesgaunidaldiunumddglunisialse
Weaudunaneyin duwslsadudniausessluauislsaiuuds uazuzisaiuyia HCC (Schnabl & Brenner 2014)
Tunsfnwluansdsanunainvaigluuaasnguiieg1s wudianuvainvaglungudUlsusiiaiu daiu
o o~ Y [ S I ) aa % = 1 3 =
nanvatganaudeiguiungurIvaued1dvud1dyn1eaiia (p < 0.05) AN 1A-1C agalsinig e
Wisuiisuseninanguuzisiuyiia viral-related HCC waznguuet3efiu non-viral-related HCC wuinlaifiniu
U 1 a o o w aa ' @ ! 2 @ o a . = 3
wansinsegeldedAgnieads egrslsimunguiUlsueiseiurila non-viral-related HCC duwiliuvenin

VANV VeIRAUVEANIINGY viral-related HCC Asnwi 1D-1F

(1A) (1B) (10

Observed features Shannon index Pielou evenness
500 — 8 — 1.0 —

p = 0.0363 p = 0.0199

400 ’—‘ 7 B 0.9 p = 0.0498

— =

200 — 54 0.7+
100 — 44 0.6 —
0 T T 3 T T 05 T T
Healthy controls HCC Healthy controls HCC Healthy controls HCC
(1D) (1E) (1F)
Observed features Shannon index Pielou evenness
500— 8 1.0
p = 0.5634 p=0.1833
400 - |—| 7 - ,—| 0.9 < p=02128
300 6— 0.8 - 1
100 — 4 0.6 — —
0 T T 3 T T 05 T T
viral-related HCC non-viral-related HC( viral-related HCC non-viral-related HCC viral-related HCC non-viral-related HCC

Al 1 ansmaneanglungunisnwiiiedtu (Alpha diversity) (A) Observed features (B) Shannon index (C)
Pielou evenness s¥winnguAIUANKAZNgULLI53§U (D) Observed features (E) Shannon index (F) Pielou

evenness ﬁmﬁ’i’mﬂdmmﬁdﬁu%ﬁﬂ viral-related HCC LLazﬂdmmeéﬂﬁU%ﬁm non-viral-related HCC

waNANT IMNAMA 2A Wag 2B NUIWANTANYIAMUMEINNAENLANANIUTENINgUNNTANY)

(Beta diversity) sz%3139nq uenaradasa v nfnaznauuzts iy nauugiseiuvida viralrelated HCC

o w

' < W a . ' = ' 19 ' Ao aa
waznauuzseiuYlin non-viral-related HCC wudhifinuunnsnsiuegadiduddgvnsada
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03
04 °
.
02 .“0 |
Q. TR @ Healthy controls @ noriralralated
N T ° 1 o > e HCC
L4 @ HcC 2 o,
g M iral-related HCC
g o . . (Y M W r o @ vi
E .0 . ~ 0 ®
N o1 ¢ o L) “ 3 -4
o~
il o0 TG 35
L]
r L]
-0.2 Py ® L ‘ 5 &
-0.3 ® °
-05 -04 -
.044“! 03 s ., = smgo
Y9 os o T 3 o " ’
¢ 3 b ;
PC1(28.8%) ° 3 03 PC3 (8.6%) PC1 (30.4%) 3 e PC3 (8.1%)
8% = -
e o

a = a ' Y] ' ' = . . ' = a |
AN 2 NMIANYIAURAINVAIYVILANANAUTENINNGUNNTANYT (Beta diversity) (A) nauaIuANLUIEUNBUN L

136U (p = 0.104) (B) ngumzi3wiusdin viral-related HCC waznguazi3ediuadin non-viral-related HCC (p = 0.147)

5.3 nswasuulasasdausznauvasgduvsdluanldlungunisiine
INMINaN ANy IUSIivesgaunssludlddiulngnulnay (phylum) Firmicutes, Bacteroidetes,

Proteobacteria wag Actinobacteroita Tuusiagngunisny lngladegatissesay 80 sanwil 3A uay 3B

(3A) (3B)

HCC -

non-viral-related HCC -

- _

controls

e _

000 025 050 o075 100 000 025
Relative Abundance

W rimouss [l Prowonacieia ] pesutovacsran B Fvoses [l Acoovmcioion [l Dosutooschonn

Phylum [ sacterodora | Fusobacteriota Phylum || Bactercidota Fusobacteriota
[ [, pO——— Il Frowosoctena [ verucomiotion

il 3 nsAinwesAuszneauveAursdludld (A) nquenuanUIsUisuNauusISIsU (B)

ﬂzjmmL%\‘iﬁU‘Uﬁm viral-related HCC LLaSﬂzjumL%\‘iﬁU‘liﬂﬂ non viral-related HCC

IS a6

wenanil Wefnwasdusenouvesgaursdlualdssauita (genus) namsAinwmuiniiaduwsd 5 wila

1A Blautia, Ruminococcus gnavus group, Veillonella, Lachnospiraceae NKAA136 group Wae Erysipelotrichaceae

UCG-003 flUsunaugegaannnavua 50 genus nlUTinauazininsiudsuiasedsilfeddgymieatia (p < 0.05)
' i ] 2 v o = & w1 A a A oV v a a ' <

FENINNFUAIUANLALNFUNSITU An15197 2 uenanillungudsnaniigdunidluald 3 vliananadlunquuzisa

siu lon Blautia, Lachnospiraceae NK4A136 group Wag Erysipelotrichaceae UCG-003 Imsiinis@nwineuntinil

na1717 Blautia Wugdunsgfinulaialuludldveunwd Snvivdalnuaudfndululivesinslulefnnaisetig

v
1% &

uonanldsiunuimdrdglunisussminisdniau lneslgrsiuenuafiiseunsiindnsas (Liu et al,, 2021)
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M157197 2 nanadeuUiNIalveadunsdlualdszninnguanaainsauninfuas nguuziswiunianuwanAeg1

HpdAgneada
Healthy controls HCC
Bacterial in genus level p-value
Median IQR Median IQR
Blautia 0.118 0.110 0.071 0.060 0.029
Ruminococcus gnavus group 0.001 0.000 0.007 0.030 0.045
Veillonella 0.000 0.000 0.001 0.010 0.019
Lachnospiraceae NK4A136 group 0.005 0.010 0.001 0.010 0.022
Erysipelotrichaceae UCG-003 0.002 0.010 0.000 0.000 0.018

dwsunguuziSesiveiin viral-related HCC wW3suiieuiungy non-viral related HCC wu 7 vfinves
3 dunsdluszau genus lawn Bacteroides, Coprococcus, Erysipelatoclostridium, Lachnospiraceae CAG 56,
Lachnospiraceae ND3007 group, Ruminococcus gnavus group kag Subdoligranulum 97013%ua 50 genus 9
fiusvanauuaznsisulUategalitedAgmneada (p < 0.05) Wi Awmsian 3 diaulafegdunidludld
3 viin laun Bacteroides, Ruminococcus gnavus group W& Erysipelatoclostridium wistuegeditdAglungy

2 o a . a A P ° ° a A A Y]

U 596uBlia non-viral-related HCC Balunindudavinnisfinwinisviiuenisinauvesgaunidiinulagldnis
Aasizisaamaiia PICRUSE2 wuiinquuziieiull dndruadaiadulunszuiunisdunseiilalulndudnanlss

(lipopolysaccharide; LPS) uagiuunueadumieedsianie [unu

M131971 3 NanAdeUANEANALYTTeIARYESlud ldszninsnguuzisadiuyiin viralrelated HCC ua non-viral-
related HCC

Viral-related HCC Non-viral-related HCC
Bacterial in genus level p-value
Median IQR Median IQR
Bacteroides 0.052 0.088 0.119 0.115 0.031
Coprococcus 0.101 0.023 0.000 0.006 0.033
Erysipelatoclostridium 0.000 0.001 0.002 0.009 0.024
Lachnospiraceae CAG 56 0.002 0.008 0.000 0.000 0.005
Lachnospiraceae ND3007 group 0.003 0.007 0.000 0.002 0.024
Ruminococcus gnavus group 0.002 0.015 0.118 0.041 0.043
Subdoligranulum 0.009 0.015 0.000 0.003 0.006

6. NsaAUTIENA

NnMsAnwInUAIMANaevesqaunsludldanadunauiiiionziSeiuria HCC WenSsuifieuiu
nauAUAueEiifuddyadn Ssronadoatunuiteieuntrifuandiifuierumainuasianadlundgs
FheuiSaiy HCC uananidauigtasunssiuria HCC Sseduresaunisludldnfauautfunnduing

Lulefin (probiotic) warduganszurunissnauanas (Liu et al, 2021) WoynN1sAnw1aAUsENaUveIRaUMSEY
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aldveangunisfnwgeslufUieusswiuain HCC Inew3euiisudUae viralrelated HCC U non-viral related
HCC wu31 nguEUae non-viral-related HCC $n15ifiaduve Bacteroides haw Ruminococcus Jadasanena 1

AudenAdestussunauntnidiansliiuindUislsauzissiveiia HCC iflamaunanlsadunslaiunie

'
a 6 o a =

lodfuggauiidu (NAFLD-HCC) Hqauvsdnenaraiudy saudslanudaulesiun1siinn1ssniauvesiu (Ponziani
et al, 2019) waziiiaviN1sANYINISINUVBIRAUNTENNULAY PICRUSE2 wulthuafiefinutiuiianuieitesiv
) ¢ . . = & | o PR |
NITUIUNITAUATIZIN lipopolysaccharide (LPS) @atduaiulsenauraasiiusuaaaluaiilsonnsuay 2iuananis
nsdusEuUnAuiY nsneliiAnnsdniau waziUdsuwdasmnisinureseadludu (adipocyte) Faaannaediv
nuideneunihindnsAnwilulunavesdninaaes Swandiiiuigdunidludlduasnseuiunsiinesdosiu

LPS/TLR4 Hunuwilunisdaasunisimunvessaugiaiurila HCC (Zhang et al., 2012)

7. ayUuazdatauauue

nsfneinuanuvainatevesgdunidludldlusswinnguaiuauwaznguuzissdiveia HCC B4lY

v
I ¥

Y & = =1 =1 1 1 <@ CY a . .
AIUU suaﬂ,ﬂasummLLamTML'vmmmiL’LJSEJ‘UmEJUI@EJmnismwﬂqmmiqmwum viral W@z non-viral-related HCC

v
a a a

Tnggdun3gfiiindulunguusiisdvada HCC Aldlddannnunanlisaladinissenuindiamuieadosiunis

o

novAuBBITFUUYIRuAuLAr NI UL TS aUn gl Fedunisufudeugaussludiléonatieuiuuss
annzaunavesdlduaznisnevauewesszuugiduiu ludUislsausiS iy wu nisusudsmginssunismu
omsluinUszdniu wu msfuussmuemsiininlegs wu dn wals Wudu msfnwiuuumadentaglilng
lulednvdenslulefin ileanmnuguuswesnssdulsauazannzunsndeulugtoe Taslanzogrsdludiae

uziSwuria HCC Aldldfianmmunainnsinielaa

8. yuaduayu
nanuIdeilasusulssinaatiuayuannomuduasuineimans Jewazuinnssy Inemheusmsuay
FANITNUAUNTARUIAISIAU WAz uaunsRaLIanIdugaudn N1533euasnsasauinngsy dyyriavi

B36G660004

9. 93853 luNyLd
A ULAYIINTEUID 93853 UAUAMLNTTUNITITLTITUANLUNNEAIERNS PUIAINTAIUNINGIFY Wag
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