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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to investigate (1) general information, status, and the
expertise on treatment of faith healers, and (2) their treatment patterns, means of treatment, and
tools. The mixed method of quantitative and qualitative research was used. The target group was
the faith healers residing in Nonsomboon Subdistrict, Banhad District, Khon Kaen Province.
A structured in-depth interview was used as a research tool. The statistics used included descriptive
statistics, frequency, and percentage. The results showed that (1) among the 18 faith healers, most
of them were elderly men. The longest period of their offering treatment was over 15 years. They
still offered treatment when the research was conducted. Their means of treatment found most
was giving a massage. Their motivation of becoming faith healers was from the family members who
had been faith healers. The knowledge of treatment was mostly from their ancestors or relatives
who had been faith healers. It was in their memory. The patients were the local people living in
that area. They would come to the faith healer’s place for the treatment. The faith healers would
traditionally discipline themselves; they would observe religious precepts, pay respect to “teachers;”
some would follow the “kalam” rules; that is they would not do anything bad or commit a sin such
as eating snakes or desiccated and undecayed bodies of dead animals. For some faith healers who
had nothing to do with the “kalam,” they would have to observe religious precepts as well. All
would have to dress properly. (2) The pattern of treatment used was a combination of giving a
magic blow and others e.g. the use of herbs, oil therapy, and traditional massage. The treatment
process would start with the questioning of the patient’s history, checking the source of symptom:s,
making a diagnosis, setting “pongkai” to pay respect to the ‘teachers,” meditating, going into a
trance, being possessed, contemplating, healing, wrapping and taking away the “pongkai” after the
patient’s recovering, and considering the examination and diagnosis of modern medication.

This research shows that faith healers’ wisdom is the public health science principally based
on beliefs, faith, and local resources. Both physical and mental health is treated hand in hand.
Treatment is the matter of gratitude, not payment. The researcher has also found that such
knowledge has not been recorded. That means the knowledge will die away. That is to say
indigenous medicine will be devalued, and finally it will lose its place in communities.

Thus, there should be a survey for faith healers, have them registered, and promote the

passing on of their wisdom indigenous as an alternative of public health care.

Keywords : wisdom, traditional healers, health care of peple.
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