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Factors Affecting the Development of the Twenty-First Century’s
Foreign Language Learning Potentialities of the Ninth Grade

Students in Schools in Phon District, Khon Kaen Province
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study factors which affect the development of the 21st
century’s foreign language learning potentialities of the ninth grade students. It was mixed - method
designed of quantitative and qualitative research. The target group was the schools under the supervision
of the Regional Office of Secondary School Education, Region 25, using Likert’s 5 — scale questionnaires
and unstructured questions as research instruments, for deputy directors for academic affairs, heads of the
foreign language learning divisions, foreign language teachers, and schoolstudents.

The research results revealed that

1. The schools did follow the curriculum policy specified by the Ministry of Education for the
development of students in line with the21st century. The administration of the curriculum was high in
every aspect, but there were problems in terms of the curriculum, teachers, and instructional aids.

2. The curriculum management according to the content specified was high. However, there
were problems concerning the budget, the lack of teachers, and the learning supporting sources.

3. Teachers stated that the realization of their roles was high in all aspects. As far as the
standard indicators for the ninth grade language teaching are concerned, their performance was at the high
level, regardless of problems in the teaching preparation, the lack of instructional aids, and the students.

4. The students admittedly realized their roles, which were found at the high level. The
same holds true for the knowledge gained, most of which could be practically applied. It was suggested
in passing that they wanted the schools to provide more computers and foreign language books. In
addition, they wanted the teachers to organize more classroom activities, e.g. games, movies, fun learning
atmosphere, exihibition of student works, speaking in the foreign language, singing, inviting foreign guest

speakers, and school plays.

Keywords: foreign language learning, the twenty-first century, ninth grade students
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