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Confused Words in English: Words That Sound or Look Almost the Same

Abstract

Sonjai Chaiburuang1
Gawisarar Nilmongcol2
Thawatchai Chaibunruang3

q
Kemapasse Chanawongse

Besides homophones or words with the same sounds, words that sound or look almost the same

can be a big problem for students who study English as a foreign language. The writers, therefore, would

like to help them pay closer attention to those words so that they can carry out their intended meanings

for effective communication. The meanings of words are presented both in English and Thai (for our Thai

students), but the sample sentences are in English only.
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Introduction

From our teaching experience at all
levels, we have found that many Thai students
have problems in understanding English, for they
have problems understanding English words. One
of the biggest problems is the understanding of
words with the same sound (which have been
presented in the earlier issue). Another big problem
is the understanding of words that sound or look
almost  the same, thereby resulting in
miscommunication, especially in writing. To help
our students or learners ease such a problem, we
will present such words with the meanings in
English and Thai (for our Thai students) and sample
sentences to show how they are used. We believe
that to learn a foreign language effectively and to
be able to be confidently use it, learners must
know a lot of vocabulary, and certainly, they must
know how to properly use them in a variety of
context.

For part of speech, we use “adj for
adjective, adv for adverb, n for noun, prep for

preposition, and v for verb.”

Some of the words that sound or look the same

accept  (v): receive, take responsibility for 5U souFu ain
a

except  (prep): leaving out, excluding

except  (v): exclude sniiu
Would you accept my offer to work for
me? If you do, you would have to work
six days, because no one works only five
days a week, except pregnant workers.

access (n): a way to a place; right, opportunity, or
means of reaching iU dvislematiay
g

excess  (ad)): too much; too great

excess  (n): an amount of something which is

more than reasonable USinaufiiiu

This is the only access to that building.

Thus, if you have to walk, do not carry

anything in excess of your needs. You can

leave your excess things in the car.
affect  (v): have an influence on inansgnu
effect (n): a result; an outcome NaNFENU

(

effect v): bring about; accomplish Aaliin

1Dean, the Faculty of Liberal Arts, the College of Asian Scholars

**Lecturers of English, the College of Asian Scholars

156



NIANTIN B8 UUTALDLEGY

U 9 adud 1 unsaw - Tguiey 2562

The effects of thunder storms are too
depressing for many people. They have lost
their beloved ones and properties. Needless
to say, the severe storms have agffected
the survivors’ feelings and ways of living.
They effect changes in people’s lives

allusion  (n): an indirect reference miwum‘fluﬂ'ﬂ‘]

illusion  (n): a false idea or belief ATWaIINT AN

iawu ﬂ’J’]lIL“?JIE] mmﬂizﬁﬂaﬁﬁm

Sometimes people just do not say things directly.
They make allusions, especially about
weight and age. In addition, they can
create an illusion about the age by
plastic surgery.

almost  (adv): nearly tiau

most (adj, adv): the greatest in number,
quantity, the majority \ioustanun dau
Tng) Sugeaniian
We almost left the house when most of
our friends surprisingly stopped by to say
hello to us.

baht (n): the Thai unit of currency UM = M8
Ruvedlng

bath (n): washing of the body nseUth
Be careful when you write the Thai unit
of currency; it is baht, b-a-h-t. But when
you take a bath, that is b-a-t-h.

beside  (prep): at the side of; close to 9199 Tnd¢

besides (prep): in addition to; as well as

usnimilenntiu

Come and sit beside me. Then | will tell

you what else we will have to do besides

our research project.

breath  (n): air taken into and sent out of lungs

aumala

breathe (v): take air into the lungs and send it out

again wela

When the doctor tells us to take a deep

breath, we have to breathe in deeply,

and sometimes we have to hold our

breath for a few seconds.

(n): garments worn to cover the body

dor (Wifiguennanl Tlugunymatliays)

clothes

(n): material made by weaving ﬁﬂLﬂu%uﬁ]
Y (FUnynaNves cloth)

cloths

Janet wants to buy some new clothes for
her new job; she also wants some cloths
for other purposes.

conscience (n): an inner sense of the moral
rightness or wrongness mmiﬁﬂﬁmausﬁ"a
A afduUtnyeyy

conscientious (adj): done carefully and honestly;
showing great care, attention, or

seriousness of purpose daRduudyegyy viauA
suiinseTs seunpULazTodnd

conscious (ad)): aware; knowing, understanding, or
recognizing something 363 anea asgutin
Firfiuedeunsednaey
Nowadays many people do not have a
clear conscience of what they are doing.
Some can commit very bad things
without the sense of a guilty conscience.
We should get rid of them. We do need
more conscientious people; we do need
more people who are conscious of their
actions.

considerable (ad)): great; much 37uUNIN

considerate (adj): thoughtful of the feelings of

others inssla (dlalumnuidnvesaudu)

We do not live by ourselves in society.

When we are with a considerable number

of people, we cannot do whatever we

want; we must learn to be considerate if

we want to live peacefully together in

the same society.

(n): a common tradition, an established

and habitual practice Usgiwil ALAETY N

custom

customs / Customs: a place where travelers’
belongings can be search when leaving or
entering a country AMUAANING

We all know that it is a custom to ¢o
through the Customs before leaving or
entering a country. Besides, before
visiting a foreign country, we should learn
about its custom so that we will not

unknowingly offend anyone there.
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council

counsel

damage

damages

decent

descent

desert

dessert

device
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(n): a group that governs @n1 AENTIUNT
FpimhiuIms

(n): advice; consultation; suggestions
VAN

(v): advise; give counsel to TAugin 1w
AUsNY

The university council will meet and
discuss the counsel to be given to the
university, especially during this era of
the new educational system.

(n): harm or injury AMULEENY N1SUIALAU
(n): money claimed from or paid by a
person causing loss or injury LS YUY ALY
ANLAYIENIBIINNITUIALIY

The natural disasters this summer have
caused a lot of damage to several
families including properties and lives of
their family members. The damages they
have received can never replace what
they have lost.

(adj):
WilaN UAsnTuie

right and suitable; respectable

(n): coming or going down; ancestry,
sudden attack n13a1 \oane ms?ﬁ,r\m

A decent person will not do such a bad
thing like that. He should wait for the girls
to take their descent of that safe landing
first.

(n): waste land, waterless and treeless ‘171“
WASHAY VZLansIe

(V): go away from asiia

(n): any sweet dish served at the end of
a meal YBININU

A gang of teenagers took an old car to a
desert, but then the car broke down.
They had to desert it, and then walked
miles and miles until they found a house.
The owner of the house is an old lady.
She gave them something to eat. They
said it was the best, especially the
dessert.

(n): a plan; a trick; a piece of equipment
for a particular purpose Wit Nals LA3edile
gunsallile Inguszasdianiy

devise

(v): think out; plan ANAULKNUNITEBAN
29NLUY

Some engineers have tried to devise a
device to cope with the heavy dust

particles in the air.

difference (n): the state of being unlike; a way of

different

diner

dinner

economics (n):

being dissimilar AM3LANENY

(ad)): not the same; unlike la 11T ounu
WANFI

It is hard for people to tell the difference
between these identical twins, but their
best friends say like different kinds of
food.

(n): a person who dines; a restaurant with
a long counter and booths

(n): main meal of the day, whether eaten
at midday or in the evening

That diner on Main Street is popular
among dinners. They enjoy having their
dinner there.

science of the production and
distribution of goods; the way in which
something is influenced by economic
considerations Lﬂwgmam'%

economy (n): the system by which a country’s

elicit

illicit

emigrant

wealth is produced and used; avoidance
of waste of valuable things tA5¥§ia A3
wanid oslalififnmnugaiudvesd i s
ABIAT

Susan has planned to study economics
at college. She hopes she can help
improve the economy of the country
somehow.

(v): draw out; cause to come out msi’famua
Lo199NNAB AnDUDDNUT

(ad)): unlawful; forbidden Hangusng Ha
MNUBIAABITITY

Some people have intentionally tried to
elicit ideas that the sale of marijuana is
illicit.

(n): a person who/emigrates (goes away
from one’s own country to settle down
in another country) {7 eneneoenluogdn
Usvmanils
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immigrant (n): a person who immigrates (comes as

example

sample

exist

exit

farther

further

form

from

a settler into another country) Bjjﬁ‘lawaw
Winluagsinausuina

Many emigrants from all over the world
have happily settled down as immigrants
in the U. S.

(n): a fact thing, etc., which illustrates or
represents a general rule; a piece of
behavior or way of acting that may be
copied by other people f79819 LUUBE
(n): a small part representing the whole;
one of a number, part of a whole
showing what the rest like 29819U83U
Asunsetny/au

This is an example of a good research
study. The of the

represented a wide range of the whole

samples study
population.

(V): be real; continue living flag ALluAn
(n): a way out N8N

(v): go out; leave

We cannot exist without more food and
water. We should find an exit as soon as
possible so that we can get out of this
place. We can get more food and water
out there!

(adv): comparative of far, used chiefly for
distance

(ad)): additional, more

(adv): often used for farther

Let’s stop here. | cannot go any farther.
If you need further information, you can
go by yourself.

(n): shape; visible appearance WUUW®T U
Uuuy

(v): give shape to; make; produce N ®# 3
Juguine vimsedn

(prep): used to introduce the starting
point; used to indicate the starting of a
period or time 910 AMNYALF AU @a1ud
WsoLan

Before becoming a great team of

cheerleaders, those youngsters from the

formal

former

hard

hardly

hang

City of Khon Kaen tried very hard to form
a cheerleading team.

(ad)): in accordance with rules, customs,
and convention [uN19A1T LUUNINNS
(ad)): of an earlier period Tuadn (Iguni
Fnavinia)

(n): the first (of two people or things) Ay
B3N éﬂLLiﬂ GNE RN aaﬁq)

They are requested to wear a formal
dress to the party tonight. The party is for
the former and the new presidents of the
company. The former is going to retire,
and the new one is going to carry on with
all the duties.

(adv): with great energy; with all one’s
force ArBNazAIAIDEIININ BE1ININ VU
1N

(adv): seldom, rarely; scarcely unuazly
Wovazld

Tim and Tom are completely different.
Tim works hard. That’s why he succeeds
in everything he does. On the contrary,
Tom hardly works, and that’s why he
fails.

(v): 1. support, be supported, from above
so that the lower end is free w3 (hang,
hung, hung)

2. put, be put, to death by hanging with
a rope round the neck WUIUAD RNABAEY
(hang, hanged, hanged)

When Jack entered the house, he hung
his coat on a coat hanger. He did not see
his big brother Jake, so he went to his
room. He knocked on the door, but there
was no answer. He, then, opened the
door only to find that Jake had hanged
himself there.

imaginary (adj): existing only in the mind; unreal W

agludumunnis liduse

imaginative (adj): of, having, or using imagination VTI

AIuauINg
Little girls enjoy playing and talking to her
imaginary friends. They are always full of
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imaginative ideas, and they act like they
are playing and talking with real friends.
immoral  (adj): wicked and evil lsifl RnAasss
immortal (adj): laime pung
It is a fact of life that nobody is immortal.
We should therefore do as many good
deeds as we can in our lives; we should
avoid all immoral conducts.
industrial (adj): of industries L?{Sﬁﬁuqmﬁmﬂﬁm (laf
NUIAIU)
industrious (adj): diligent; hard-working ugiu
Those engineering students are very
industrious. They plan to work in
industrial_ areas after their graduation.
inspiration (n): someone or something which gives
others the urge or the ability to do
something usstunala
aspiration (n): desire to do something or have
something AulHEU AINzlEaNz e
My  English

inspiration to learn more English. Since

schoolteacher was my

then, my aspiration to share my knowledge
in English with others has been in my
soul.

intelligent (adj): having or showing powers of
learning, reasoning, or understanding
@ fidanuanansaluninieus angl
WHa wazni1sila

intelligible (ad)): that can be easily understood W
Wilaleid (Aerfumsyanaznnaide)
Sometimes intelligent people give some
intelligent suggestions that are intelligible

only to their peers, not to the general

public.

local (adj): of a place or district Voedu ﬁa&ﬂu
viosdiu
(n): someone who live in the area Auluy
viosdiu

locale  (n): a place where something particular

happens or is done anTufiTilAAEe5 T
enjoy in the
Northeast of Thailand. They like the

locals and local food in this area. They

Many foreigners living
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alone

loose
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mark
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even try to find a locale for their future
home.

(ad)): without friends; sad or melancholy
because there are no friends around 131
w51 uazlaniiien

(adj, adv): without the company or help
of others; by oneself agAuLAeY MU

Old people often feel lonely if they have
to live alone. They are happy when their
children, grandchildren, or relatives visit
them.

(adj): free; not tight or tense; not firmly or
tightly fixed 10udasy launsedu laudusu
NI

(v): no longer have; not continue to have
ime gayde Tveeas luidndeluuds i

| like to wear loose clothes. | feel more
comfortable in them; and there is no
need for me to (ose weight to be able to
wear them.

(n): something such as a line or scratch
that spoils the appearance of something
else s88 T 1ASeVINY

(v): put or leave a mark on something
viuedeamng Husosdmil

(n): covering for the face wn1n

(v): cover the face with a mask, conceal
AWnNIN Yaunsaunln

Some woman do not want any to see
any marks on the face, so at night they
would mask it with some kind of cream
to get ride of the marks.

(adj): concerning principles of right and
wrong; good in character and behavior
fAeafufasssy

(n): a piece of guidance on how to live
one’s life, how to act more effectively,
that can be learned from a story Uiiﬁ'ﬂgﬁu
dRasTIH UnBeuannFendn vidouszaunsed
(n): the condition of courage, determination,
and pride in someone’s mind; state of
discipline and spirit ¥igy A&4la

There are certainly moral principles for

people to follow if they want to lead a
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happy life. Moreover, they can learn
more about morals from what they have
read and their experiences. They should
be able to keep their morale as high
ideals then.

(adj, adv): for only a part of the working
day or week 92917818 s. udruni sveq
v ldiunan lidsedn
(n): anything done to pass time
pleasantly; same Astudishe inu Asiivou
M 13871779

The reason why she takes a part-time job
because she wants some extra money for
the family; it is not her pastime.

(adj): private; individual; of or for a person

& v
MUUFIUR Eﬂuuﬂﬂa

personnel (n): staff; persons employed in any work

play

pray

precede

YAAINT

Most actors and actresses have a
personal manager to help them their
work and take care of them; but for
people working for an organization, they
have a personnel manager to deal with
the relationships among the employees.
(v): have fun; do things to pass time
pleasantly L&y

(n): a drama ayAs

(V): speak silently to God or Lord Buddha
to show respect, give thanks, or beg for
something @ALUA

Children enjoy themselves when they
play together in the playground, or when
they watch a play for kids, They can also
enjoy themselves when their parents
teach them how to pray at home or at a
temple. (The switch of the letter “I” and
the letter “r” in words can cause a lot of
problems in communication. Many Thai
students unknowingly do this. For
example, they write “frame” for “flame,”

or “fly” for “fry.”)

(v): come or go before 11n9U

proceed

quiet

quite

raise

rise

sensible

sensitive

(v): go forward; continue, go on ¥# 81U
auiiunis aely

The very hot and humid weather usually

which

cause a lot of damage to people’s

on, the
to do

something to help those victims to

precedes  thunderstorms can

properties and lives. Later

government must proceed
recover their morale.

(adj): with little or no movement or
sound Ryu

(adv): completely; rather WU un (Tu
NSLUUAINNNIEY) ADUTIY .. TiLAE?

Why is everyone so quiet today? Is there
anything wrong? Are you quite sure that
everything is okay?

(n): increase in salary Lﬁmﬁauéﬁu

(v): life up; move up; bring up Nty deu
Ju 189 nBusnune (Fosn1anTsw)

(n): upward progress; increase in value
and temperature

(v): appear above the horizon; get up; get
out of bed; come to life again S'ﬁyu Qﬂ‘lflu
Nududn (hiFeanisnssy)

The teacher says to the students, “Raise
your hand if you know the answer or if
you have a question. The clerk says to
everyone in the courtroom, “Please
rise,” when the judge comes in. How
about you? What do you say you want a
raise in your salary? Anyway, we say the
sun rises in the east, and the temperature
rises every day this summer. Right?

(adj): having or showing good sense;
reasonable Siwana Swnsuan Tduselovd
e

(ad)): quick to receive impressions; easily
hurt in the spirit; easily offended Tosuad
goulm lates 3dnl
Sensible people can give sensible
answers to questions. They also know
how to deal with sensitive people. They

will avoid hurting their feelings.
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sign (n): a mark, object, used to represent
something; a movement of the hand,
head, etc, used instead of words 4 18
GRTATRNY)
(v): write one’s name to show that one is
the writer 1ude
sing (v): make musical sounds with the voice
Fouwaq
Can you see that sign on the door? What
does it say? It says “Sign in.” That means
we have to sign our names before
entering the room. Oh, yes, we are going
in to learn how to sing songs for our play
next month.
sleep  (n): a condition of rest with the eyes
closed; a period of sleep N1FUBUNAY
(v): rest in the condition of sleep UauwidU
asleep  (adj, adv): sleeping ¥&U UsUNAU
Children need at least 10 hours sleep
each night. When they are asleep, do not
make too much noise so that they can
sleep soundly.
sometime (adv): at some time; formerly wandilule
eI
sometimes (adv): now and then; from time to time
'U’Nﬂ%:\‘i UNATII
Can you spare me sometime tomorrow?
We need to talk. | want to talk to you
sometime tomorrow. It is important for
us to talk sometimes.
suppose  (v): guess; think A1991 AR
(be) supposed (to): be expected to
maeziuIhafesiguiiy
| suppose all of us will have to work
harder academically. That is to say,
besides teaching, we are supposed to do

more research and more articles or

books.
tired (adj): weary in body and mind t#ilag 924
tried (V): the past tense of try wene3

Almira tried very hard to finish her project

on time. She became very tired afterwards.
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thorough (adj): complete in every way; detailed
soURaU azdendtau

through (adv): from end to end, side to side,
beginning to end K 1uaIAFUNT lUE N
Funile fausduauay
You should be thorough about this. Be a
thorough reader, and read through it by

tomorrow.

Conclusion

It can be clearly seen that each of the
words that sound or look the same has its own
meaning. It could create a lot of misunderstanding
or miscommunication if one word is used in place
of the other. For example, if we say:

1. The children love to pray in the
playground.

The listener or the reader may
wonder why the children love to pray there. That
is not a place for an activity like that. (Actually, the
intended meaning is the children love to play in
the playground.)

2. Jane is very excited about wearing her
new cloths to work.

What? How can Jane wear her new
cloths? Cloths cannot be worn unless they have
been made into blouses, skirts, or dresses.
(The intended meaning is Jane is very excited about
wearing her new clothes to work.)

3. Ms. Jackson is the new personal
manager of our organization.

Whose personal manager is Ms.
Jackson? Our organization does not need a
personal manager. In an organization, a personnel
manager is needed. (The intended meaning is
Ms. Jackson is the new personnel manager of our
organization.)

Therefore, we would like to seriously
point out again that for effective communication,
correct words must be appropriately used, or else

misunderstanding or miscommunication could occur.
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