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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the current condition, problems and needs of the development
ofChinese intensive curriculum for students in the diploma of rail transport prior to their further study in the
People’s Republic of China. The samples used in this study included 340 individuals: (1) institution
administrators; (2) academic staff of the high vocational certificate of rail transport and related fields; (3)
high vocational diploma students in the field of rail transportation; and (4) students’ parents from institutions
offering premium rail transportation courses under the Office of the Vocational Education Commission. The
statistics employed in the data analysis were mean (), standard deviation (S.D.), and the Priority Need Index
(PNInodified)-

The results showed that: (1) the level of realistic perceptions of overall current condition of the
Chinese language was at its highest (=4.50, S.D.=0.16) while that of idealistic expectations were at the high
mean level (=4.40, $.D.=0.19); (2) the overall problems of Chinese teaching and learning in all areas were at
a high level (=4.12, S.D.=0.64) whereas the idealistic expectations of the problems in general, all areas are
averaged out at a high level (=3.86,5.D0.=0.32); (3) all items in need assessments were necessary in order to
develop an intensive course to prepare for Chinese language proficiency. In terms of the Priority Needs Index
(PNI Modified), the values ranged from 0.23 to 0.31. The area that is extremely necessary to be developed
is the need for development of an intensive curriculum to prepare for Chinese language proficiency. At
successful completion of the course, the PNI of Chinese language proficiency students acquired to further
their study in the People's Republic of China was 0.31 (PNI=0.31).

Keywords: need assessment, intensive curriculum development, Chinese language
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